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— as an Anſwer to the bite ah of Mr. Juſtice 
Aſhhurſt to the Grand Jury of Middleſex,--- And to the 

{rep eee, falſe-aſſertions, and wicked inſinuations, 
| ſhed by a ; of RICH men, who met at the 
Crelle and Anchor Tavern, the 20th of this inflant Novem- 
ber, under a -PRETENCE of preſerving liberty and 
property, and oppoſing republicans and levellers.” 


And intended further, to ſhew the JUST CAUSE the 
poor have for that diſcontent, which has for ſome years paſt 
been | /o viſt bly 1 increaſing among/t them, in this 2 


5 November, 1792. 


HOUSANDS of rich, idle Gentlemen, 

Merchants, Factors, Farmers, and 
Tradeſmen ars allowed to monopolize Lands, 
Proviſions, and Goods of all forts to what 
extent, and amount they pleaſe ; and to let, 
or ſell them as high as they chuſe, without 
hindrance; whilſt thouſands of poor, wretch- 
ed, ſtarving, hungry, hard-working families 
who are thus FORCED to gwe a 22 price 
for neceſſaries, are forbidden under ſevere 
penalties and puniſhments to take proper ſteps 
in order to procure an equal advance of wages. 


— — — — 


Thouſands of ſober, induſtrious, honeſt 
men have, whenever the king or the miniſtry 
choſe, been exceedingly oppreſſed by the ar- 
bitrary, deſpotic, wicked practice of iſſuing 
preſs-warrants: ſome being obliged ta ſecrete 
- themſelves, or elſe live in continual fear, or 
flee from their habitations ; and others being 
actually taken and dragged away from their 
families like felons, to nght for the pleaſure 
and property of many, who when ſickneſs, 
old age. or misfartuges reduce them to pariſh- 
allowance, will not allow them the neceſſarias 
of life, common among poor people, or take 


ſo much care of them as they do of their horſes 
and dogs, | 
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, n 
* of - * . 


1 
Thouſands of ignorant lads and young- 
fellows are by lies and liquor, or neceſſity, ſe- 
duced to enter into the army upon wicked, 

oppreflive terms; and when afterwards t 

find the pay inſufficient, aft tempted to the 
commiſhon of ſo many crimes, as make 801. 
diers, in general, to be reckoned amongſt. the 


moſt worthleſs . and abandoned, inſtead of 


being, AS THEY OUGHT, companions 
for the moſt worthy and honourable men 
in the community: and inſtead of being re- 
markable for virtue and decency and good- 
behaviour and zeal for God, their Officers 
ſeem to think them the beſt men who are to- 
tally deſtitute of thoſe qualifieations; ſo that 
our GREAT army deſtroys both the proper- 
ty and the morals of the nation. 
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Thouſands of poor children are con- 
tinually brought up without the benefit of 
being taught to read and write; their parents 


not deing able to procure thoſe neceſſary 


qualifications for them. 
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Thouſands of Men 72 Women are Cd 


to work for wages which are not ſufficient 
for the ſupply of reaſonable calls, being no 


more than when proviſions were ſold at half 
the preſent prices. 
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_ Thouſands of poor are driven or tempted 
by want of work, Jow wages, neceſſity and | 
oppreſſion, into the commiſſion - of thefts, 
robberies, and various other crimes, which 
ultimately bring them to ti anſportation, the | 
gallows, or other ſevere puniſhments.“ | 

Thouſands of men and women are kept 
from marrying, and drawn to whoredom, 
by the certainty of not being able to main. 
tain a family in a decent manner, 


Thouſands of Pariſh-Poor are uſed in a 
cruel, . oppreſſive, unchriftian-like manner, 
by the Laws, Iuſtices & Pariſh- Officers of this 
kingdom, and by the cuſtomary rules aud 
allowances of the generality, if not the whole 


body of Work-houſes. 
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Thouſands of the poorer ſort of Houſe- 
keepers and Tradeſmen. are greatly oppreſſed 
y the preſent mode of levying the poor-rates, 
according to rents. 23 
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Thouſands of poor trade ſman, publicans and 
ſhopkeepers in various lines, are at their wits 
1 . Bp SEO end 


Among which we may juſtly reckon confinement for debt; 
numbers being indue'd to take Credit from a defire to provide 
for their families, without goin to a Wore houſe ; and though 

- miſtaken or ita inted in their hopes, are yet perhaps, 


ofrentitnes, more haneſt and induſtrious and ſober chan rhoſe' 
Sho impriſoned them.—one, wav'd. think that the Thouſands 
of Debtors and Criminals in our Jails, and the Theuſands of 
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end to get 4 living; although a reaſonable re- 
duction of rents and diviſion of lands, wou'd 
plentifully, eaſily, and fpeedily provide for 
them all. 11334 25 | 
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Thouſands are forced to pay conſiderably 
towards theENORMOUS'falaries of govern- 
ment, who are obliged to maintain their own 


large families upon twenty or thirty pounds 
' | : 


That Thouſands of Gentlemen, Tradeſ- 
men, Farmers, and even Servants and Jour- 
neymen, have more then 1 is no relief 
to multitudes who are fuffering poverty, 
hunger, and nakedneſs. 
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Thouſands of human beings are excluded 
from exiſtence, and as many deprived of edu- 
cation, by the immenſe number of horſes and 
carriages unneceſſarily kept in this kingdom; 
which raiſe living fo hich as to deter and ex- 
clude many from marriage and education. 


Thouſands of the beſt ſubjects in Britain 
are as grievouſly oppreſſed by the practice of 
funding, or the aational debt, as others often are 
by the waſteful, extravagant conduct of private 
perſons. EX: 


_— 


ia the Workhouſes and Streets, wou'd be ſuffigient to contra- 


dict the impudent lying beaſts of rich, ſelfiſh, Unfeeling men, 
concerning the unequal'd, univerſal happineſs and proſperity 
which they would force us to believe reigns in the nation, 
contrary to our fight and feelings, 35 
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Thoufands of poor perſons are by the'ex- 
ceſſive expence and tediouſneſs of our courts 
of Law, as effectually deprived of juſtice as if 


there were no laws at all. 


Thoufands of men and women, of the 
ſame nature and feeling as Kings and Queens, 
are in this Empire deprived of the rights of 
human nature, and rendered even more 


wretched than bealts. 


Thouſands of Engliſhmen are greatly hurt, 
both in Temporal and Spiritual things, by 
that wicked, antichriſtian practice of Comme 
felling tithes, dues, and church-rates. 
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Thoufands of men and women who live 
and die iu the NOToOR1Ious violation of the 
eſſential and indiſpenſible laws of chriſtianity, 
are, notwithftanding, admitted to the com- 
munion-table of the Church of England, and 
after death interred by it, in © in ſure and 
certain hope of eternal life !” 
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The author of this can witneſs that in the 
courſe of fifteen or ſixteen years paſt the 
King, the Miniſters of State, the Biſhops, aud 
many members of both Houſes of Parhament 
have been repeatedly informed of thefs, and: 
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other Evils and Grievances ; but they have 
ſhut their eyes, and extinguiſhed in their 
breaſts pity and mercy towards the poor, and 
their hearts, darf covetouſneſs and plea- 
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ſure, are abecome hard like flint; and the 
Clergy vindicate them therein : 


Therefore, _ 

From' the above facts, and many others of 
the ſame nature and tendency, he.declares, in 
the name of the LIVING GOD! and of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and of his Holy 8 irit, 
which ſpeaks by the prophets and apoſtles in 

the Scriptures, | 


A 


— That the King is not „religious and graci- 

but covetous, oppreſſive and ungodly; 

. if he dies in his preſent — when 
God i is he will never come. 


In the ſame true names he alſo A 


That the Miniſters of State, the Par- 
liament, and the Judges are not [ colle&ively} 
men fearing God, and hating covetouſneſs, 
and doing as they would be done by; but op 
the contrary, are in general deſtitute of the 
true fear of God, and may be fitly compared. 
to Lions, Tygers, F oxes and Swine. 


And by the ſame authority he further declares, 


That the preſent Church of England is as 
really A Chuck of Antichriſtas that of Rome 
is, gr ever was; and that it is the duty of 


every 
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every one who ſceks the fayour of God, and 
eternal life, both hearers and ꝓreachors, to ſe- 
parate themſelves from it. And he believes al- 
ſo, that it is now full time for Methodiſts and 
Diflenters of all denominations, to refuſe all 


further ſuppc | 


pport to it, by, tithes, : dues, of 
church-rates, at whatever riſque. 5 


O Lord God of heaven and earth ! Omni- 
potent, Righteous, and Merciful ! —look up- 
on the oppreſſion, and hearken to the ſighs of 
the poor !—let the ſceptre of the wicked be 
broken in pieces, and the tongues of flatter- 
ers be put to filence.—raiſe up temporal and 
ſpiritual help, equal to the great depth of our 
diſorders; — that beauty may again appear 


iuſtead of aſhes, the oil of joy be given us, 
inſtead of mayſeving,, aud che garmęnt of 


praiſe cover us, inſtead of the ſpirit of, heavi- 
neſs ! and Ter att who Tove thercy and truth 
fig ſteouſurſi and peace, lay Ameri; 1:1: 
| What reaſon hate the öppreſſed to expcH that the people 
in power mean to cafe he, while Qty continually. affirm, 
7 7 the nation NOW poſſeſſes an unsquall'd, univerſal, 
ſufficient ſtate of profperity und happineſs — although at this 
very time perhaps not leſs than the nation are foreed to 
live upon the {ame income, ay When. moſt ot the neceſſaries of 
life were to be procured at half the expenge: and in ſome 
inſtances where there has been à late advance of wages, it 
CERTAINLY has not been mort than onesfourth of what. it 
ught ro harp been —T houlagtly of” men. arc i | Tabouring 
or one ilnthng a day, and fingle women for fix: ENC9 s nei- 
ed 5 ee Hem ſo'efigible by Has oh „ and 
puthing trade, as by /LowzeiNG RENTS and) v1y4paNG 
Farxs and CO] wb u). -, : 
N. B. I am ready to maintain the truth of che affer- 
tions contained in this paper, before any Man, or Court, 
or Aſſembly in the Nation. : 


T. B. 


